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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Joanna, Simeon’s mother
· Eleazar, Simeon’s father
· Simeon

· Phineas the Pharisee
· Jonas, a boy
· Johazar
Scene 1 – The Street
(Enter Joanna and Eleazar, leading Simeon who is blind)

Joanna
There’s your stone, son. Bring home more today, if you can. Alexander the cripple begged three times the sum you did yesterday.

Simeon
Would you have me beat my breast, and weep, and cry, “God help me, miserable sinner!” as Alexander does, and then curse and swear if the drachmas are not thrown.

Joanna
Begging is begging …

Eleazar
And we must all live. Your mother and I are too sickly to work.
Simeon
Do I not bring home enough for all three to live on? Would you make me a hypocrite for a few more miserable coins?

(Enter Phineas during the speech. Joanna and Eleazar turn to bow)
Joanna
Peace be with you, Lord.

Eleazar
Peace be with you, great Rabbi.

Phineas
Peace be with you.

(Exit Phineas)
Simeon
Who was that, Father?

Eleazar
Phineas the Pharisee, son.

Simeon
Why, a short while ago he crossed the street when he saw you, lest his shadow should be soiled! What has wrought this great change in him?

Eleazar
Your mother and I have done nothing to merit the scorn of holy people.

Joanna
We have lead a blameless and righteous life.

Simeon
Oho! I see! You have told the good Rabbi that my blindness is due to no sin of yours, and must only be caused by the wickedness which has been with me from birth. Am I right, Father?

Eleazar
We have done no wrong …
Joanna
And you know you have been a wayward, obstinate boy …

Eleazar
And your mother is grieved when holy and respected men will not greet her in the streets. Come, Mother, no-one will give alms while we stand here.
Simeon
I care not for men’s greetings. If you seek such, I do not mind bearing the blame.

(Exit Joanna and Eleazar)

In this you spoke truly, that I am a sinner.


(Enter Jonas)

Give alms, good Israelite!

(Jonas throws a stone down which Simeon picks up and feels, saying “a stone”. Jonas laughs)
Simeon
Oh, it is you, Jonas ben Mathias! Come nearer and I will rip you in two!

(Jonas comes and touches him, then leaps away again)

Tell me, lad, have you seen Jesus of Nazareth again?

Jonas
He is speaking even now by Herod’s well.

Simeon
Has he healed anyone?

Jonas
Not yet. Is this man from God, blind Simeon?

Simeon
I do not know. I have seen no miracle, and some will be deceived by the simplest trick. Yet the man’s words – he spoke like one from God. There was the sound of truth about his words, like … like the holy scriptures themselves. He spoke with authority. If I could but see a miracle myself.
Jonas
He might heal you.

Simeon
That is too great a thing – healing a man blind from his birth. But I would like to hear him speak again. Take me to him, Jonas. We will forget the drachmas for an hour or so. Sit me on the synagogue wall, where you left me yesterday.

(Both exit)

Scene 2 – The Street
(Enter Simeon walking slowly, looking carefully at everything round him. He stops, picks up the stone which Jonas threw down and examines it)
Simeon
No-one ever told me that even stones are beautiful.

(Enter Jonas, who puts his foot out for Simeon to trip over. Simeon stumbles but turns like lightning and grasps Jonas by the arm. Jonas cries out in surprise)

Jonas
Why, you can see! Oh, forgive me Sir, I thought you were blind Simeon.

Simeon
I am!

Jonas
Then … then how were your eyes opened?

Simeon
The man called Jesus made clay, anointed my eyes and said to me, “Go to Siloam and wash”. So I went and washed and then I could see!

Jonas
Where is he now?

Simeon
I do not know.
Jonas
I must tell others. (He goes out, but calls back as he goes)

Here come your parents.
(Enter Eleazar and Joanna, wringing her hands)
Joanna
Woe is me! Woe is me! So it is indeed true. Jesus of Nazareth has opened his eyes!
Simeon
Why, Mother, a great miracle has been done! Why do you weep?

Eleazar
Do you not know that the Jews have agreed that anyone who says that this Jesus is the Messiah, shall be cast out of the synagogue? What are we to say when they ask us for account of this?

Simeon
Well, the truth, I suppose.

Joanna
You do not understand, son. I have suffered all my life because of you! And now, just as the Pharisees had begun to look on us with favour …

Eleazar
It would break your mother’s heart to be cast out of the synagogue. Oh, Simeon, why did you not accept the life for which God designed you? You had to go and be healed, and on the Sabbath, too!
Simeon
Father, I have something to ask you. You say that I was born blind because of my own sin. Now my eyes are opened. Is it because I am sinless?

Eleazar
No, of course not.

Simeon
Listen now. I was sitting by the roadside and I heard Jesus and his disciples pass by. The disciples were saying, “Master, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”. Do you know what the Master answered?

Eleazar
I do not wish to hear it. It is a lie – he cannot know of things which happened before you were born …

Simeon
No, Father, he did not say you had sinned. He said, “It was not that this man sinned or his parents, but that the works of God might be manifest in him”. Do you hear that? The works of God are manifest in me, your son, and you mourn and beat your breasts. You should rejoice!
(Enter Jonas, running)
Jonas
The Pharisees are calling for you, Simeon. Come quickly!

Simeon
Will you go with me, Mother?

Joanna
No, no, they might think …

Eleazar
You have brought this on yourself, boy, you must answer for yourself.

Simeon
Yes, and I will answer! Come, Jonas.

(Exit Simeon and Jonas)
Joanna
Let us follow and see what they say.

(Exit Eleazar and Joanna)   
Scene 3 – Another Street
(Enter Phineas and Johazar)
Phineas
I will not believe this ‘miracle’ – we must have proof. It is not to be thought that Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah. A carpenter’s son! A clever man with his hands, no doubt, a cunning trickster. A man of God would not heal on the Sabbath.
Johazar
No, indeed.

Phineas
Why, this man sets himself above the law! And the common rabble, who love to be deceived, listen to him and pass us by! (Self-importantly) It is not that we are anything …

Johazar
Quite, quite.

Phineas
But we, who have the law of God and who deliver to the people the customs Moses gave us, are made to look foolish in the eyes of all! I tell you, if this man gains the leadership of the people, and we fall, it will be a sorry day for all Jews!  It is not myself and my position I am thinking of …
Johazar
Of course not.

Phineas
But of the nation. If this man’s power increases, the Romans will take away from us our power and rule for themselves. Woe to Jewry in that day!

Johazar
Woe indeed.

Phineas
This miracle must be shown to be false.


(Enter Simeon and Jonas backstage)


And this Jesus must be shown for what he is – a troublemaker and a danger to Israel.

Simeon
Poppycock!

Phineas
(Turning) You are the man who claims to have been healed?

Simeon
I am the man.

Phineas
How did you receive your sight?
Simeon
He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I see!

Phineas
(Aside to Johazar) This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.

Johazar
How can a man that is a sinner do such signs?

Phineas
Let us ask him what he thinks of Jesus. Fellow, what do you say of him, since he opened your eyes?

Simeon
He is a prophet.

Phineas
(To Johazar) I cannot believe this.


(To Jonas) Send for the parents of this man.


(To Johazar) We must agree on this. If we argue between ourselves, we are lost.
Johazar
Quite, quite. But if it is true …

Phineas
It must not be.

(Enter Eleazar, Joanna and Jonas)
Phineas
Is this your son, who you say was born blind?

Eleazar
It is.

Phineas
How then does he now see?

Eleazar
We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind. But how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes.

Joanna
Ask him. He is of age, he will speak for himself.

Phineas
Give God the praise, fellow. We know that this man Jesus is a sinner.

Simeon
Whether he is a sinner, I do not know. One thing I know, that though I was blind, now I see!
Phineas
What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?

Simeon
I have told you already and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples?

Joanna
Oh, woe, woe!

Johazar
You are his disciples, but we are disciples of Moses, base fellow!

Phineas
You fool! We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.
Simeon
Well, this is a marvel! You do not know where he comes from and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshipper of God, and does his will, God listens to him. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind! If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.
Phineas
You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?

Johazar
Cast him out, the miserable fellow!

Phineas
Never put your foot inside the synagogue again, or come to worship with the righteous. Away, fool!

(Exit Phineas and Johazar)
Eleazar
You have brought this on yourself, Simeon. Now you must look after yourself. You cannot expect to come under our roof again!
Joanna
How are we to live, Eleazar? Oh, the trouble our son has brought upon us!

(Exit Eleazar and Joanna)
Simeon
Well, Jonas, you had better go too. Your mother would not wish you to be with me.


(Exit Jonas)



All gone! What a day for rejoicing and how much trouble it has brought! And here am I and I have not knelt and thanked God for his goodness and for his wonderful work in me.

(He kneels in prayer. Offstage a voice calls ‘Simeon’ and Simeon calls ‘Master’ and goes quickly off. A reader, offstage, reads ‘And when Jesus had found him ….’ John 9 v35-41)
THE END
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